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SYNOPSIS



Ali is 20 years old, and comes from a modest family in 
the Nile Delta region. He has always dreamed of 
becoming a soccer star. Ali is recruited and moves 
to Marseille where a slippery agent, Jean-Marc, 
hopes to sign him to a pro-team. But as Ali begins 
training and displays exceptional talent, he is 
seriously injured. Jean-Marc decides to let Ali go as 
his monetary prospects will dwindle with the injury. 
Ali is forced to find work in order to help his family 
back home. He soon discovers the underground life 
of Marseille’s illegal immigrants, their survival 
strategies and coping mechanisms in the face of 
crushed hopes. As family pressures start to mount, a 
drug-dealer offers a way out. But through the descent 
into darkness, will soccer’s ubiquitous presence in the 
tough neighborhoods of Marseille and his budding 
love for Chloé, Jean Marc’s daughter, suffice to 
reconnect Ali with his lifelong dream? What if 
happiness could be found outside of soccer? 



DIRECTOR’S 
STATEMENT



This film addresses some timely issues that are close to 
my heart; poverty, migration, football, love across 
cultures, and the Mediterranean city of Marseille. After 
the success of my recent first feature film, I have been 
searching for a way to combine some autobiographical 
elements, against the larger backdrop of contemporary, 
systemic, social and political challenges—into a personable 
story that is relatable through the universality of football 
and youthful love.  

The primary focus is the character of Ali: his inner growth, 
his outer dream, his healing through love, and the 
consequences of his decisions. He will have to uncover the 
ways he subconsciously carries his family’s wounding into 
his adult life: insecurity that arises from growing up with the 
pressures of poverty, a flaring temper stoked by the 
humiliation from his mother, and a deep-seated shame he 
covers with arrogance, aggression, ambition, and the need 
for approval. As the circumstances of his life thrust these 
weaknesses into the fore, he will have to choose between 
career, country, and love— a struggle I am intimately 
familiar with. 



Marseille serves as an ideal location that 
embodies an intense communal mania for 
football, and all that the business entails. It has 
the Mediterranean confluence of cultures and 
people, decades of migration, and the tensions 
that naturally arise around identity and 
belonging. A juxtaposition of imminent glamour, 
promising industry, and the city’s pulsing 
underbelly of “others” who bare the costs of 
injustice and disparity.  



With the collaboration of Jamal Belmahi, I am 
looking forward to writing the script into a feature-
length fiction film that can bridge the gap across 
audiences East and West. Ultimately, through these 
characters and their journeys, we are interested in 
exploring the universality of human wounding; the 
ways our masks of fear, judgement, aggression, and 
ambition thwart our growth, unless we find the 
courage to confront them with understanding and 
compassion, inside and out.  

We are currently seeking co-producers to support 
the development and the production of this 
project. 
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CREW 
& PRODUCTION



TAMER ASHRY
Director / Co-writer

Tamer Ashry is a director, producer, and writer with 15 years of experience working in film and 
television in the Middle East. His first narrative feature, Photocopy, has been screened internationally 
and won numerous awards including best feature at El Gouna, best feature at Tripoli-Lebanon, and 
the audience award for best film at Malmö. Photocopy portrays an elderly man pursuing an 
unconventional romance in contemporary Cairo. Tamer’s short film, Eyebrows, about two Niqab-clad 
women in a shopping-mall, recently won best short at El Gonna. Ashry has also directed a number of 
documentaries (Pictures from Gaza, The 7th War, A Decent Living, and Neighbors of the Morgue) 
which have been featured on PBS, BBC, and Al-Jazeera as well as human rights campaigns for the UN 
that have gone viral. He also directed work for Emmy and Oscar-winning filmmakers Gini Reticker 
(Trials of Spring), and Thomas Lennon (Sacred). He was the recipient of the 2017 Meditalents 
Fellowship for Scripted Development. Ashry is co-founder and CEO of BEE Media, one of Egypt’s 
leading production companies. He is drawn to projects that balance poignancy and humor, and 
through his work, seeks to inspire viewers with compassion for our shared humanity. 
www.tamerashry.com

http://www.tamerashry.com


JAMAL BELMAHI
Co-Writer

Jamal Belhmahi is a Screenwriter born in Morocco, from a Moroccan father and an Austrian 
mother. He wrote several TV formats and also two films (The Horses of God, directed by Nabil 
Ayouch, nominated at Cannes for Un Certain Regard, and Goodbye Africa, directed by Pierre-
Alain Meier). He is currently developing several projects including the first feature film by Idir 
Serghine, and is a consultant on several TV series in Morocco and Algeria. He is a member of 
the CNC short-film commission and is one of the founding members for the French 
association of professional screenwriters: The SCA (Scénaristes de Cinéma Associés).  



SAFEI MAHMOUD
Executive Producer

Safei is an Egyptian film producer who has been working in the industry for over 20 years. In 
2013, Safei founded Red Star Production and Distribution, to produce a diverse portfolio of 
fiction and documentary films that appeal to a range of audiences and bridge the gap between 
independent and commercial cinema. Prior to founding Red Star, Safei worked onThe Yaqubian 
Building (directed by Marwan Hamad), Ibrahim the White, and The Blue Elephant (which topped 
the Egyptian Box Office in 2016), as well as Waiting, a Franco-Palestinian production (directed by 
Rashid Meshhewari). Safei's recent productions, The Originals (Marwan Hamed), Nawara (Hala 
Khalil), and PhotocopyI (Tamer Ashry) have garnered critical acclaim and won over 60 international 
awards. 

Red Star founded in 2013, has produced a diverse portfolio of fiction and documentary 
productions. So far, its films have received 60 awards in international film festivals and had 
successful runs in local and regional box offices. Red Star’s vision is to straddle the line of art-
house and commercial cinema, creating a milieu in which filmmakers are empowered to 
experiment and tell unique stories that are enjoyed by the majority of moviegoers, without 
compromising their artistic integrity. This vision is based on our belief in the power of film to 
expose viewers to new horizons, whilst achieving commercial success. www.redstarfilms.net 

http://www.redstarfilms.net


ANNA ELLIOT
Producer

Anna Elliot is the co-founder and CEO of Bamyan Media. Anna has been living and working 
as a producer and creator of educational and entertaining content in the Middle East for over 
12 years. She currently oversees all creative development for Bamyan Media, and has 
executive produced series that have been viewed by over a dozen million viewers. Anna is an 
Echoing Green and Rainer Arnhold Fellow, given to social entrepreneurs tackling the world’s 
most pressing challenges. She graduated from Hampshire College with a self-designed major 
in media and sustainable development.  

Bamyan Media produces documentaries, comedies, and reality TV that tackle complex social 
challenges such as youth employment, food-systems, health, and female empowerment. 
Bamyan brings together the best in content creation and impact design. Our shows have 
been watched by over a dozen million viewers across the MENA Region, and connected 
thousands of audience members to empowering resources through our digital platforms. 
Our mission is to use the power of great storytelling to enable our generation to build a 
future of radical possibility. www.bamyan.org 

http://www.bamyan.org


MOUSTAFA SALAH
Unit Production Manager

Moustafa Salah is one of the leading production managers in Egypt, and has worked on some of 
the largest feature fiction films in Egypt, including Clash (nominated at Cannes), and The 
Renegade Arrows. He is the co-founder and COO of BEE Media Productions. His commercial 
clients include Vodafone, Lipton, Danone, Orange, Unilever and the UN. He recently co-produced 
Eyebrows, a short fiction film that won Best Arab Short at El-Gouna Film Festival 2018. 

BEE Media is one of the leading production companies in Egypt and the wider MENA region. 
Founded in 2008 by Director Tamer Ashry and Producer Moustafa Salah, BEE has gained a 
reputation for being creative and professional. The Bees run a full-fledged production company, 
providing the standard range of services from Pre- to Post-Production. They specialize in large-
scale production of commercials, documentaries, reality TV, and feature fiction films, and are 
deeply passionate about local content development.  They regularly produce content for the 
BBC, Al Jazeera, and national channels, and their clients include JWT, Leo Burnett, Vodafone, 
Unilever and UN organizations. www.beemediaproductions.com 

http://www.beemediaproductions.com


THANK YOU
anna@bamyan.org 

me@tamerashry.com 
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